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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS PINS LE IS 

SUBJECT: I .EBANF.SF, -ISRAELI BORDER INCIDENTS 

REF: DAO BEIRUT 0661 OCT 74 
DAO BEIRUT 0664 OCT 74 

1. WE HOPE THAT LEBANESE CIVILIAN CASUALTIES INFLICTED DURING 
OCT. 5 IDF SHELLING OF CENTRAL-SECTOR BORDER TOWN OF BLIDA 
(REFTEL) WERE INADVERTENT, AND THAT ISRAELIS HAVE NOT RPT NOT GONE 
SO FAR AS TO ADOPT DELIBERATE POLICY OF TARGETTING ON CIVILIAN 
SETTLEMENTS IN IMPLEMENTING THEIR AVOWED PROMISE TO USE "ALT. 
AVAILABLE MEANS" TO PREVENT TERRORIST INCURSIONS FROM LEBANON. 

IN ANY EVENT, RECENT INTENSIFICATION OF IDF HARASSMENT AND 
INTERDICTION ACTIVITY IN BLIDA-AITAROUN-AITA ASH SHAAB AREA WAS 
ALMOST BOUND TO PRODUCE ACCIDENTAL CIVILIAN CASUALTIES SOONER OR 
LATER, JUST AS HAS HAPPENED ELSEWHERE IN SOUTHERN LEBANON FROM 
TIME TO TIME IN PAST. 
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2. TO BEST OUR (AND LEBANESE G-2'S) KNOWLEDGE, OCT. 5 SHELLING 

OF BLIDA AND VICINITY WAS NOT IN RETALIATION FOR ANY PARTICULAR 
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FEDAYEEN ACTION, ALTHOUGH PAST WEEK SAW AT LEAST ONE ABORTIVE 
FEDAYEEN CROSS-BORDER FORAY REPORTED IN ISRAELI PRESS (DAO 
BEIRUT 650). HOWEVER, GIVEN IDFS STANDING PRACTICE OF TRYING TO 
INHIBIT FEDAYEEN OR AT LEAST KEEP THEM OFF BALANCE IN SOUTHERN 
LEBANON, QUESTION OF PROVOCATION HAS LONG SINCE BECOME ACADEMIC. 

3. IF ONLY FOR RECORD, WE NOTE THAT RECURRENT GROUND AND AIR 
ACTIONS ACROSS LEBANESE-ISRAELI BORDER SINCE BEGINNING OF 1974 HAVE 
CLAIMED TOTAL OF APPROXIMATELY 45 ISRAELIS KILLED AND 96 WOUNDED 
(AGAIN, MOST OF THEM CIVILIANS) AND AT LEAST 123 PALESTINIANS 
KILLED AND UPWARDS OF 400 WOUNDED (PRECISE FEDAYEEN LOSSES, WHICH 
UNDOUBTEDLY FORM PART OF LATTER FIGURES, ARE UNKNOWN). ONLY RESULT 
OF THIS GRUESOME TOLL TO DATE HAS BEEN INTENSIFICATION OF FEDAYEEN 
BRAVADO AND IDF DETERMINATION TO PUNISH THEM WITH INCREASING 
SEVERITY. WHILE THOSE LEBANESE CIVILIANS WHO STILL INHABIT 
BORDER AREAS (MANY OF THEIR NEIGHBORS HAVE LONG SINCE FLED NORTH 
FOR SAFETY) HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY ANGRY AT FEDAYEEN, GOL AND 
ISRAELIS (NOT ALL NECESSARILY IN THAT ORDER) FOR BRINGING 
ADDITIONAL MISERY TO THEIR DAILY LIVES, THERE APPARENTLY IS 
LITTLE THEY CAN DO TO IMPROVE SITUATION. AS FOR GOL, ITS 
INABILITY AND/OR UNWILLINGNESS BOTH TO INTERDICT FEDAYEEN 
BORDER ACTIVITY MORE EFFECTIVELY AND TO PROTECT ITS POPULATION 
AGAINST ISRAELI REPRISALS HAS LONG BEEN PATENT, AND WE SEE NO 
SIGN THAT THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS IS LIKELY TO CHANGE IN FORE- 
SEEABLE FUTURE. 

GODLEY 
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